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OW can we improve 1

jjjpjrSj^r^ religious conditions

-J| |fjl This is indeed a. bro

subject and covers mu

Being a strong frie

nt.ng a movement (the Volunteers

rica) that is an auxiliary to the church
I not speak plainly without charge

;' lalnfc or severity?
I shall assume that it is an undisputed a

a therefore recognized fact that the gre
imass of people not only do not attend churi
but have l.ttle regard for a Christian sai

ituary. Even supposing the people of N<
(Vork City to be wholly religiously inclined,
jwill be at once conceded that a church i

nommodation of five hundred thousand (50
000% fiar inadequate for a residential popu'

do limp
O one who has not th

jW oughly studied the sr

I J1 g jeet can appreciate 1

vm M importance of public i

wAjm Mr provements on the w<

CJi being of the city at lar

wifcii ^is subject bears on i

comfort of the individu
whether he be a labo:

onaire, more closely than anythi
ected with the progress or devel<

' :he city. Manifestly the most imp
rovement is bound up in the questi

apiu transit. To make intercommunii
between the upper and lower parts

the city more l-apid contains the essence

development of the Greater New York. I

twenty years the development of the upi

part of the city has been retarded by the i

sence of adequate rapid transit. The buildi
of the tunnel road will mean not alone tl

the people wtio live in the upper part of 1

cit., may get to their homes more quickly, t

it will mean a more equable d.stribution
t -> burden of taxation. This will be ma

apparent to any one who studies the incret

rrvs
&II4VHIV

T will probably be a cen

kVot*!K|T|||p-|v ff®WA ry or more before N

IxH York takes rank as (

Pi Mf* g IP] of the beautiful cities

I I IR^l the world.

'I ^ur industrial progr

L
'

'v has been so rapid, <

opportunities for mak

[C. /AC/*/1V J\ money so great, that, 3
all new nations, we h£

been wrapped up in the material, paying lit
r\r- inr\ o f f/irtftnti t r» + 1*^ £3 W <r* havP ?'»!

i "»r houses, laid out our streets, devised <

plr .sure grounds wholly with an eye to
utilitarian. Now, however, we have reael
hat stage where we demand something
Idition to mere comfort. Our art sense

sense that lies dormant in the breast of evi

human being, is manifesting itself on ma

sides. We have reached that period in
life of the nation where our material welf.
is assured. We have a breathing spell. Th
Is an end to all question of our financial s

cess and stability, and we are doing as a cc

rnunity what the individual does when, <h;
ing gained riches, he permits his -inheri
iov* of the aesthetic to take that place in

ip local (Bovcr
' >T many additional laws

are necessary to perfect
}' wf ft 1 the scheme of government

£; *:*§ § for t^ie consolidated city

i ril Ik of New York, but certain
constitutional chainges ir

-the financial sy steir
should ,-be obtained with

in urn l..c proper development of the

great municipality may not be retarded. A

city cannot stand still. It must go forward
or backward, and laws that check or retard

progress should be changed. The credit ol

the city is so high that it may be considered
as unlimited so long as honest governmeni
obtains, but that credit is merely a matter oi

local pride or sentiment if it is rendered use

less for practical purposes.
The constitutional restrictions upon the bor

rowing capacity of the city should be so mod

ified that the debts existing and to be incurredin future could be arranged upon £

business basis.
The municipalities that were added to tin

former city of New York on Januai-y 1, 1898

had, with few exceptions, exhausted or ex

ceeded their borrowing capacity. As a resul

the debt of the city was Qoubied, while it:

assets were increased only one-fourth. Tha

irk's Maious 3
;he tion of nearly three millions (3,000,000). I shal

of also assume that a large portion of the peopl
ier of th's city and other cities are ignorant o

i h e principles o

ad Christianity, man;

ch of them not so muci
as coming into touci

nd with Christian influ

;p- ences or associations. Such being the case

of the question naturally arises: "What is th<

es, best method of improving the religious condi

of tions of the people?"
I. First and foremost, let us resolve tha

nd we will set a higher premium upon the pres
;at ence and work of Christianity. All civilizec

ih, nations will un te in acknowledging the supc

ic- riority of Christian principles in purifying
?w society, inculcating morality, creating right
it eous laws and br.nging in its train to the peo

ic- pie dignity, honor and virtue. It crushes tin

0,- heel of tyranny; it breaks the shackles o

ia- slavery; it opens the ballot box to all rner

^ ^ V V r

rove mx ipuduc
or. in real estate valuation brought about by th

construction of the elevated railroad. In flf

;he teen years this enterprise has added to th

m_ taxable value of real estate over $200,000,00(
;lj. If this can be done by such a totally inade

ge_ quate provision for transit as is provided b;
the elevated railroads, think what the resul

al, must be if we could have real rapid transi

rer to the city line.such rapid transit as an un

ng derground system would provide.
)p- As matters stand to-day, more than one

or- half of the available area of the city is no

l0n built upon. This is due largely to the fac

-a- that the people cannot get at this area wit;

of sufficient rapidity. No matter how muci

of money may be required for constructing th

for proposed underground system, w thin reason

jer of course, such expenditure would more thai

ib- pay for itself by increasing the valuation o

ng real estate, which forms the basis of tax re

lat turns. There is no danger that the city, i:

:he lending its credit to the underground propo
>ut sition, would violate the provision of the Con
of stitution regarding1 the debt limit. Ther

ide would come almost immediately such an in

ise crease in the land values as would not alon

IRcw Dorh Beau
tu- daily life wltfoh his past struggles have mau

ew impossible.
me It is only within the past fifteen years c

of so that this spirit has really manifested itsel
and with each succeeding year it is grow n

ess stronger. You can see its development o

aur every hand. We are no longer satisfied wit

Ing the hideous brownstone res.dence structure

ike that for generations have been deemed pei

xve fectly satisfactory t

;tleNew Yorkers. Thei
lilthas come witlii
)ur that period a con

the Vl22r? plete change in ou

ied architecture, one of the very first syrnj
in toras in the art regeneration of the pec

, a pie. Instead of building our residences i

ery flat, hideous, box-like brown rows, we ai

,ny now going in for beautiful houses of marbi
the and white stone. It is not a renaissance, hi
are a new birth. In a few years, comparative!;
ere it will transform our city from a gloomy pi:
uc- of brown stone into a bright, white, ligh
m- airy and beautiful city. Nothing else is s

av- important to the aesthetic improvement c

ent this city as this new architecture, and if
his is carried out for the next twenty-five or flft

nmcnt
> compelled the consolidated city to begin busi- 1

: ness without capital that could be utilized 1

t because of constitutional limitations on the <

r amount of money that could be borrowed, i

t This condition of affairs compelled a practical i

t cessation of public improvements until valu- a

i ations increased. Some relief has been afford- 1

i ed by the constitutional amendment, approved c

i at the last election, which separates the debts i

! of the counties from that of the city. Addi- 1

tionai relief is necessary, however, if the c

1 great city of New York is to fulfil its mani- :

[ fest destiny and continue a rich, progressive i

: and independent municipality, the highest c

[ ideal of true democracy. Therefore ample "

t power to make progress safely and surely 1

! along the lines of a broad and liberal devel- j

opment of natural i
resources is the only i

£ legislation essential

Constitution. t0 the compl>ete suc"

cess of consolidation. 1

l In a private business an investment that 1

yields a profitable revenue is never classified 1

i as a debt. The same system should apply to

, the bus ness affairs of a city. ;

The water works owned by New York yield
t sufficient jetum to pay interest on their cost

3 and to create a sinking fund that w.ll retire ]
t the bonds as they fall due. The system is

Life. -jt -a
1 and teaches the doctrine of brotherhood, that

e we are our "brother's keeper."
f Go where you will in the march of Chrisftianity, and you find that simultaneously with
v the sword of justice has come the torch of
i freedom, and "whether it has been a Tyre or a

i Sidon, a Sodom or a Gomorrah, a Babylon
or a Pompeii, with the decay of the worship

, of and i-everence for God has come the downdfall of its destiny and power.
Then whence th s morbid fear to speak of

religion on the exchange, behind the counter,
t in the factory or in the company of the un-godly? No wonder the world thinks light of
1 religion! The question is asked: "Why do hot
- the people accept religion?" The world will
? attach a higher value to Christian ty just so

- sodn, and not a whit sooner, than it sees pro-
- fessed Christians advocate and defend its

2 principles. Where the cynical, sceptical
l worldling finds the representatives of Chris-
i tianity, whether it be on a justice's bench, in

liorte dk
~

e compensate for the expenditure necessary for

construction, but would leave a very large
e margin besides. It is my belief that the in

). crease in the value of the lands that lie along
the parks acquired

y by the city in the

ttl upper pari of New

t York would alone
furnish a*n adequate

return on the investment for rapid transit.
- Nothing is needed to develop these lands ex-

t cept means of communication that would

t carry the people out there in a decently short
h time.
a It was in 18S9 that the city secured these

e park areas. They cost $9,000,000. Now th s

l, same property is worth over $100,000,000, leaviiing a profit of $00,000,000 in intrinsic value

f besides the great profit to the health and
i- comfort of the people, which cannot be measnured in dollars.
>- I am speaking now of Bronx Park, Van

Cortlandt Park, Pelham Bay Park, St. Mary's
e Park, which lies east of St. Ann's avenue,

Ce k ind Olaremont Park.
e Comparatively few people in the lower part

tiM -j*
e years we will have made great strides in the
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>r first ill the commercial life of- the world, but

f, In art as well. There is only one danger, and
S that Is that we may overdo it. With true
n American impulsiveness we are going from
h one extreme to the other. From having no

;s ornamentation at all on our house fronts we
- are loading our newest structures to the very
o caves with figures and carvings. Only the
e other day I noticed in one of the fine new

n houses that are going up near Central Park
i- that at the very top cf the chimney the archiritect had set a whole row of sculptured basi-reliefs.
>- To aid in bringing about the beautification
n of the city New York should have a system
e of museums and libraries. I think I am safe
le in saying that our museums in Central Park
it have had as much to do as anything else in

r, educating the people away from contenttamonf n-iHi innrti<5t'r» siirrmindinsrs. What we

t, want now more than anything1 else to keep
;o up this work is the creation of similar mu)fseums in various parts of the city,
it In line with this idea would come the natyural beautifying of the city through the erec-

.jt Bv C<
:herefore a profitable investment and not a

iability. The same is true of the dock propirtyowned by the city. Many of the piers
;eturn enough revenue to pay interest on

heir cost and to create a sinking fund that
vill retire the bonds in less than twenty years
from elate of issue. The average interest
:harge on dock bonds is three and one-auar:erper cent, while the modern piers pay to
.he city more than seven per cent on their
lost. There is no sound business reason why
such profitable investments should be cardedupon the books of the city as debt and a

iharge against the credit of the municipality.
With a change in the constitutional restric:ionsupon the city debt limit the investment
.n piers could be extended with profit until
:he finest system of wharves and the greatest
facilities for shipping of any port in the world
were provided. This would' greatly benefit

the commercial interests of New York, amj
.he investment would be so safe and profitablethat the city would in thirty years or a

little more own the entire water front and

improvements, a property that would then

field an enormous revenue.

The same plan of finance, if permissive legislationcan be obtained, may be safely appliedto the construction of a complete systemof rapid transit which should Include

V*t $
a merchant's store or among the gathering
throng, true to their faith ancl principles, he

comes to respect it; taut where he finds it a

Sabbath day garb, worn but'in the sanctuary,
he learns to discard and despise it. Do any

affirm, "Jts place is in the church," I say unhesitatngly there is no place where Christianityshould not go.
' It will be inexorably

found thai that place
or institution to which

Religion on the principles of
Christianity arc fora
cigri is wrong! Let

us then urge our young men and young
women to become strong, heroic and steadfastin protecting and advocating Christianityout in the world as well as in the
?h tireft- .

IT. In God's name and that of our neglected
fellow citizens, stop taking the church from
the vicinity of the poor and working people.
The tendency of the twentieth century c tv

a ffiy ix4i
of the city have any idea of the tremendous
improvements that have bean carried on in
the northern section, nor have they any idea
of the general ' dvantages that have been

ing land values, thus producing a consequent
source of ndditional 'axaticn. It must be oupolicyto continue these improvements; not

to be frightened by the apparent present cost,
but to cons der future results. One of the

great improvements now under way, and one

that will do as much as anything else to help
all classes of citizens, is the building' of thg
viaduct connecting II verside Drive with the
Boulevard Lafayette and Dykeman street an 1
the Speedway, crossing Manhattan Valley at

One Hundred and Twenty-fifth street, and

giving us a complete system of drives from
Central Park nearly to the city line.
In the line of prepar.ng New York for its

manifest destiny as the greatest city in the
civilized world perhaps the most important
improvement is the construction of a series
df bridges spanning the Hudson and the
Harlem.
It is not sufficient that we should connect

?r ifs
vyui, a* jK^
tion of suitable buildings to house these vanousbranch collections. It is in respect tc

public buildings, monumental buildings, thai
New York is lamentably weak.
We are just beginning to have here a few

imposing monumental structures. It is the

comparative abundance of such structures ir
the great European cities that gives then
their very imposing character.

We are now build'

ing on our ground ir
Central Park an ad

5, dition to the MetropolitanMuseum o:

Art that illustrates the class of building:
of which I speak. Our new building wil

stand as a monument for many generations
It will add vastly to the tone ?md charactei
of Fifth avenue.

The proposed library at Forty-second stree'
and Fifth avenue is another such structure
the Columbia College group, the Proposec
Cathedral on Morningside Heights and tin
Museum of Natui-al History are otHers.
Small parks, too, should be more numerous

These breathing spots, with plenty of flower
in the Spring and Summer and Autumn

jinptroller Bir&
subways for commercial purposes. The laws
that regulate the financial affairs of the city
should recognize the fact that an obligation
of which neither principal nor interest is to
be paid finally from the proceeds of taxation

is not properly a

charge against the
JjUSttlCSS cJVlCtnOQS credit or borrowing

Aed,f. capafy 01 rr"poration. Water
fi'ont improvements, water works and rapid
transit are investments of the funds of the
municipality where the property created is
pledged to return principal and interest, and
therefore the initial outlay is not a charge
upon the general revenue of the city and
should not be classed as a debt.
This view of the financial system must in

the end prevail, no matter how much oppositionit may arouse among ultra-conservative
students of municipal affairs, because the
great city of New York cannot be long confinedwithin narrow limits of progress and development.The corporation has the moral
right and the material power to retain and
develop for the general good the franchises
and properties that are the heritage of the
peoplet and the legal right must sooner or

later be gx-anted by the people of the State.
It is essentially a part of our system of govto

tfVii tftfllliiiat
is to remove the c-hurch to the more refined
and aristocratic sections, leaving the darker,
needier neighborhoods to neglect and want.
Is not this reversing the principles embpdicd
in the teaching of Our Lard, and taking light
from darkness, the salt from where its savor

is most needed, and the good Samaritans from
those fallen among thieves?

It surely cannot be argued that earnest, aggressivechurch effort wont be appreciated
by the average poor and wage-earner. Why,
the fact that over one million nine hundred
and sixty thousand persons have been attractedinside of our simple Volunteer halls

during the past year alone in our.large cities
is proof of their read ness to visit a warm,
zealous and sympathetic service.

III.'Institute some organized and consecutiveuse of the latent talent in the Christian
churches.
With others I lament the great waste of the

talents and gifts which are God-given, and

Sapor Gliomas;
Manhattan and the Bronx and Manhattar
and Brooklyn w th additional bridges; w<

should go further and arrange for the build
ing of a bridge that would connect Queen:
and the Bronx. Such a bridge would trans

form hundreds of acres now used as farn
lands into building lots. It is absurd to mak:
travellers from Queens to the Bronx, or fron
the Bronx to Queens, make the long eircui

by way of Manhattan Island. They shoulc
have easy means of intercommunication.
A bridge could be built, say in the vic'nitj

of College Point or Flushing, on the Bon?
Island side, to the op
Dcsite shore, with a:

abutment resting- 01

n one of the island,
that dot the Soundsuchas North Brother Island, City Island oi

Hiker's Island.
In 1873 and 1874 the Street Cleaning Depart

ment created sixty acres of new land 01

Hiker's Island b5" filling in with street sweep

ings. This area could easily be increased t(

two hundred acres by the same process.
think, with an abutment of the Queens

tonola, DiKCt0K
should abound. They bring mental and phy

> ical vigor, and add to the beauty of the cit
: a hundredfold. Almost involuntarily th

character of the buildings surrounding thes

parks is improved. Let any one who doubt
! this compare the buildings that have sprun
up around the small parks cut out in recer

i years in such localities as Mulberry Bene
While on the subject of parks I should lik

- to point out one reform which, if carried ou

1 w.ll do as much as almost anything else i
- improving the aesthetic appearance of th

city and in elevating the sense of the peopl<
I This reform is the weeding out of our par
3 statues. There ought to be a wholesal
1 cleaning. In every park in the city where w

. have statues examples of outrageous produi
i* tions will be found. They ought to con"

down at once. We had practically the san:

t state of affairs at the Museum. We had a

; accumulation of bad work, which at the tin:
1 it was accepted was the best obtainable. A
2 we secured better examples these old-time:
were packed, away in the basement, an

. there they will remain, at least while tl
s present authorities are in control. Ever;
, thing ought to be done to increase our supp'

p. (Eoler
ernment that the people of the city, having
certain general property rights conveyed to

them by the creation of the municipality,
should retain them and should have the power;
to develop them without yielding any part tc

private capital or interests.
De Tocqueville, writing fifty years ago an introductionto his great work on "Democracy

in America," asked: "Can it be believed thai
the democracy, which has overthrown the

feudal system and vanquished kings, will retreatbefore tradesmen and capitalists? Will
it stop now that it is grown so strong and it;:

adversaries so weak?"
These questions are especially applicable to

municipal conditions in New York at this

time. Great private interests and aggregationsof capital seek to obtain interests that
are the property of the city and should remainfor ever free of private control. A city
that is a triumph of applied democracy cannotafford to retreat one step. A concession,
no matter how trifling, in the matter of ownershipand control of water supply, or any
other franchise for a public right and necessity,would be a serious step backward.
Therefore the city must retain all that it
owns, and should have the legal right to developall profitable investments without needlessrestraint. In a word, the full power to
make progress is the only legislation of vital
importance that is required by the city of
New York.

on Boot I)
which should be man-given, but which are

unrecognized and in many instances undiscoveredin our churches throughout the land.
Why should we not press this superb and

needed talent into the active service of the
churches?
IV. The incorporation of a purer and more

vital gospel into our addresses and sermons. '

Preach the story of redemption in the pulpit.It is the most fascinating, alleviating
and convincing of ail stories. It is an old
truth, with constants* new and pungent
power. Xo doctrine so wins men as that of

Calvary. Jffo gospel
, .so comforts a n <1

re£."l 'lt\ cheers, whether from
the pulpit, the platU06id, form, at the hearth- \

stone or the bedside, as this theme of the
cross. Like the strings of a harp, it rests thej
weary with its tender music, and yet like the
bugle its clear, ringing blasts stir the flaggingcolumns again to battle. Let it conic
out loud, distinct, strong, "Christ, our Lord.;
died as a sacrifice and lives as a saviour of'
the masses." BALLINGTON BOOTH.

f. lilrop
i Bronx bridge resting there and facilities proivided for reaching the roadway of this bridge
by means of elevators, all this filled in land

3 now lying waste and useless would be utilized.
While on the subject of bridges I should

i like to point out that the time has come when
; we ought to utilize High Bridge for traffic,
i This structure was built for the purpose of
t carrying the water pipes of the old aqueduct
1 system into the city. Foot passengers have
always oeen anowea, out no wncei iia.iuu jm-i

been permitted, because it was figured that

j the water pipes imposed a sufficient strain
on the bridge. Now that we have the new

1 aqueduct, capable of bringing 350,000,000 galiions of water to the city every day, there is

s no longer need of using the High Bridge
pipes, which can deliver only 95,000,000 galrIons. The city might well, therefore, use High
Bridge as an avenue for carrying the volume

- of traffic in the upper part of the city, gradiing the streets to meet the grade of the High
Bridge roadway.
These are only a portion of the imprQve'

ments that a well directed, intelligent and
1 efficient adm nistration of municipal affairs

would in time accomplish.

->f theMetropolitan
team of Art.
s-of good statuary and strong monuments in
y every part of the city. Paris has a column
e or a fine statue in almost every square, and'
e Paris is to-day the most beautiful city on

s earth. Her prosperity and progress are due

g principally to this fact. They have found
Lt that art pays, even in the material sense. All
1. good citizens ought to encourage the placing
e of statuary and monuments, and the city

should see to it that
n only works of a high*

e $ a 3n V Standard are accepts
2. ed, for it is far harder

k to sret rid of a bad exleample than it is to secure a good new example,
e There should also be a very keen super2-vision by the authorities of new public buildteings and pumlc works to make sure that
is they are artistic as well as useful. New
n York will never be the great city it should
ie until it has a multitude of bridges spanning
ls the rivers that surrounl Manhattan Island.
rs These bridges will come as surely as new

id paved streets have come. When they do, let
ie them be ornate as well as useful; let each
Ir- one be a monument of beauty as well aa a

ly monument of commerce.


